In this September issue of African Health Sciences, we bring you important aspects of research on infectious disease, reproductive and child health, as well as the ubiquitous non communicable diseases and conditions with a touch of health system challenges from Africa and elsewhere. Nigerian workers from Lagos report a very high prevalence of rifampicin resistant TB 1 , while from Uganda, we have an example of the interaction between tuberculosis and lipid abnormalities particularly hypocholesterolemia 2 .
From TB, we go to HIV/AIDS and other infections. Ugandan workers bring their experience with working with caregivers and health workers in trying to understand and explain Attention Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) among children and adolescents with HIV infection 3 . On the other hand, Zambian scientists report a 16% sero-prevalence of parvovirus B19 among blood donors: an important finding is given that this virus causes serious problems amongst those with such conditions as sickle cell anemia, HIV, cancer, and others 4 . The next article is on sexual behavior of adults living with HIV and receiving HAART in Botswana
5
. The authors conclude that availability of HAART is not associated with risky sexual behaviour, contrary to anecdotal reports. Now to that important topic of oxidative stress. Ugandan scientists report on the effect of anti-retroviral therapy on oxidative stress in hospitalized HIV-infected adults, with and without TB Reproductive and child health issues: This is also a recurrent theme in African Health Sciences, and this issue is no exception. There are articles on the association between pregnancy-specific anxiety and preterm birth
13
; pre-eclampsia 14, 15 , and the effect of antenatal dexamethasone blood flow velocity in women at risk for preterm birth 16 . Others include: the association of periodontal disease with adverse pregnancy outcomes in Northern Tanzania 17 ; hysterectomy and anorectal function 18 ; cancer of the cervix 19 ; use of contraceptives among medical students 20 ; and reproduction in the male rat 21, 22 . In summary we have brought you very interesting high quality papers from Africa and elsewhere, covering infectious diseases; reproductive and child health, non-communicable diseases with a touch of health systems challenges here and there. 
